in contact with pupils, in the course of my duties as a teacher of my profession, and in mixing with medical men in practice," Dr. Bird remarks, " I have often found them in want of some work, which would enable them readily to discover the nature of a deposit in the urine, and succinctly point out its pathological and therapeutical indications." The re-introduction of the microscope for the diagnosis of urinary deposits,?which instrument was employed a century ago for this purpose by Van Swieten, ?removes the objection which has been frequently urged by practitioners against the possibility of a minute acquaintance with disorders of the urinary secretion; since a minute or two is sufficient for the observer to learn the nature of any variety of sediment, when he possesses such a complete series of types for comparison, as those which are figured in this Manual.
While endeavouring to describe minutely the diagnosis and pathology of urinary deposits, Dr. Bird has not thought it necessary to enter as fully into the consideration of their treatment; this having been already discussed fully by Dr. Prout and Sir B. Brodie. He has made an exception, however, in regard to the oxalate of lime deposit; on which he has enlarged more fully, in consequence of the scanty amount of information as to its pathology and treatment, to be found elsewhere. We shall now briefly follow Dr. Bird through his treatise; with the view of impressing upon our readers our sense of the value of his inquiries, and of making them comprehend the vastly increased facilities which are now presented to them, in the diagnosis of this most important class of diseases. And if there is one set of diseases more than another, in which an accurate diagnosis is essential to correct treatment, it is that with which we are now concerned.
Any mere empirical prescription, applied to a deposit in the urine, whose chemical nature has not been ascertained, either by the microscope or by analysis, is at best but a chance remedy, which is about as likely to be really serviceable, as Morison's pills or Solomon's balm of Gilead. There is no department of medicine, in which pathological science is contributing so much to the improvement of the therapeutic art, as it is doing in this; and there is none in which the improvement may be so readily made available in practice. We regard Dr. Bird's little treatise as possessing very great value in this respect. It is essentially a practical one; designed to teach the true interpretation of the class of symptoms presented by abnormal states of the urine; and to lead from these to the pathological conditions of the general system indicated by them. The clearness and precision of thought, which result from the study of natural science, are everywhere apparent in this treatise; and we know of no work which we can more conscientiously recommend to our young authors, as (with the exception of a few inaccuracies of style) a model of correct composition. Unlike too many of those aspirants for literary reputation, whom we have lately had occasion to chastise with unsparing hand, Dr. Bird has, in the first place, something of real novelty and importance to tell his readers ; and, in the second, he has told it simply, briefly, and well. His first paragraph will show that he is far from resting in the empirical application of remedies to the various morbid phenomena, which it is his object to render easily distinguishable; but that he estimates them at their true value,?namely, as signs of disease, not in themselves diseases. [July, " In availing himself of the phenomena presented by the urine in disease, it is essential that the practitioner should not fall into the error of regarding a knowledge of the morbid condition of the secretion as alone essential in directing his treatment; nor must he commit the equally serious mistake of 
